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Inside this issue: 

The following change to the   

by-laws was voted on and      

approved by a wide margin. 

 

The following section “D” shall 

be added to Article III Section 

A1. Elders: d. In the event the 

number  of Elders is less than    

a minimum of three (3) the  

Deacons and Trustees shall 

jointly serve and administer the 

role and with the responsibilities 

of  Elders. 

 

The amendment would remain  

in effect until at least three    

elders are elected by the      

congregation, at which time we 

revert to regular oversight by 

the eldership as the current         

by-laws state.  



Church 

1190 Stahlheber Rd 

Hamilton, OH 45013 

 

Phone  

513-863-7553 

Fax  

513-863-7552 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:30— 2:30 

 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 

Dan Knisley                          

Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

Daniel Stephens                          

Associate Minister of                 

Teens and Worship 

Daniel@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                    

Minister to Children 

Lance@wscchamilton.org 

 

Ellen Sippel                          

Secretary 

Ellen@wscchamilton.org 
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April’s Fools 

No offense, but the Atheist National Holiday is fast approaching– April Fool’s 
Day. Now I’m not calling anyone a fool, but God does. Psalm 14:1 tells us: 
“The fool says in his heart ‘There is no God’.” The Lord Himself calls atheists 
fools. 
 
Why? Because they deliberately ignore evidence which shows atheism to       
be false and which points to the Creator God. Romans 1:18-20 tells us “The 
wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what 
may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to 
them.  For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—His eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made, so that people are without excuse.” 
 
It is plain as the nose on anyone’s face that God exists. The creation points    
to the Creator. Evidence of design points to a designer. It’s much easier to     
believe this than the fanciful atheist assertion that nothing created everything. 
As has often been said, “I don’t have enough faith to be an atheist.” 
 
Why then do people ignore the evidence and reject the truth? Jesus gives     
us an answer in John 3:19 when He said- “This is the verdict: Light has come 
into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 
were evil.” Because people want to live independent of God and do as they 
please, they reject His existence. This frees them (so they think) from any   
accountability to God for their actions. People love darkness because they love 
sin and therefore will not come into the light of God’s truth.  
 
 But it doesn’t have to stay that way. I once lived in spiritual darkness. But 
when we turn, the Lord’s light and love illumines us and we come to know the 
truth. As Ephesians 5:14 tells us : “This is why it is said: Wake up, sleeper, rise 
from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  People can and do come out of 
the darkness of skepticism. Our job as believers then is to “declare the praises 
of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” (I Peter 2:9). 
Such testimonies can then bring people out of the foolishness of atheism into 
wisdom. As the Psalmist writes: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of     
wisdom.” (Psalm 111:10)  

For Him, 
 
Dan 
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601 Heaton St. Hamilton, Ohio        

WWW.ChristianCenter.org 

Happy New Year 2013, to all of our supporting individuals, churches and corporate organizations. I trust that this past 

year was one of loving spiritual rewards as we move forward. 

I’m writing this to be proactive with regard to our food pantry program for 2013 so as to overcome some of the problems 

the economic pressure of increased demands and supply shortages created in 2012. 

In the fall of last year we entered for the first time into a partnership program with MEIJER STORES INC. through our local 

Hamilton MEJER Store named their “Simply Give” program. Our level of success was very limited primarily due to our own 

lack of understanding and our investment activity level. From the perspective of the potential to be gained from the pro-

gram it can reward us bountifully in the future.  

With the limited shares of “Simply Give” cards we and our contributors purchased in the name of CFC we were rewarded 

from MEIJER and additional 136%. Our contribution of $250 came back to us in purchasing power at the MEIJER store as 

$590 which our pantry could use as our needs dictated. As a comparison all 2012 pantries participating in the “Simply 

Give” program were rewarded an average of over $3,600.00 each. 

My suggestion for this year in addition to the non perishable food drives by our participating supporters that they also 

attempt to generate cash with donations and fundraisers. For example, fundraising programs such as aluminum cans 

collection, youth car washes, bake sales, neighborhood yard sales etc. to raise cash that can be made available for us to 

invest when the next CFC “Simply Cash” drive is underway.  

After a phone call with Meijer Corporate “Simply Give” promotion team leader and more recently in a meeting with the 

local  Hamilton store director he assured me he would include us in the 2013 spring program beginning sometime in 

March. As previously stated we can then multiply any cash raised by investing it in shares of “Simply Give” cards for CFC. 

In the memo portion of any checks or cash envelopes designate it for “Simply Give”. WE WILL GIVE EVERYONE AN ALERT 

WHEN OUR PROGRAM IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN.  

Thanks in advance for your cooperation and contributions.  

 

      Mark Perin 

      CFC “Simply Give” Coordinator.   

See your program coordinator 

Carrol Combs 

868-0315 

Drive Began 
March 10th  

It’s Here! 

Meijer Store 

Hamilton 

“Simply Give” Food Pantry 
Program 
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Children’s Chat 

 

On Sunday May 5th we will have a special presentation for the Scouting Religious 
award.  I have been teaching the class for the Gods and Family award for both  
Boy Scouts and American Heritiage Girls and we will have 4 children that will be 
receiving their God and Family Award on Sunday May 5th.  They had a lot of class 
work and at home work in order to complete the requirements of the award       
including memorizing the 10 Commandments. 

 
 
Vacation Bible School is by far the largest outreach event we do each year.  In       
the two years that we have held VBS we have doubled our attendance, had five 
baptisms, and have seen families from our community start to visit West Side.    
Believe it or not VBS will be on us before we know it.  We will need a lot of help 
before, and during  the week of VBS.  If you can’t help before VBS we can use help 
painting props.  The props will be traced out and then all that will need to be done 
is to paint them in. You may contact me at anytime if you want to work on the 
props by yourself or be watching the bulletin for announced work days for anyone 
that can help.  Also Saturday June 22 we will transform the church building into 
Son West Roundup, the more help we have the easier it will be.  All the props will 
be made they just need to be put in place and some furniture and such will need to 
be moved around.  If you are able to help with props ahead of time see me and I 
will make sure you have all the stuff you need.  It doesn’t take specific talents to 
do, just time. 
 If you are available during the day June 24-28 we could use your help  
working VBS.  Anyone going into 7thGrade –adults can help as staff for VBS.         
If you would prefer we will need additional help on Friday June 28 as we have a 
chuck wagon lunch to close out VBS.  See me if you are interesting in helping in 
anyway. 
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Support our Troops 

Chaplain Ben Dillon:                        

Ben and Dawn                    

67 Candler Ct.                    

Cameron, N.C. 28376 

 

   

Bible Trivia 

Who was told to take two 

sticks, to write upon them 

and then to join the two 

sticks together into one? 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Bea Arnold           

Nell Bassitt 

Donna Fisher 

Neil Geyer          

Callie Grubb 

Thelma Hymer-

Steve Knowles-

John Layman 

Judy McCann 

Tom Metcalf 

Mark Robinson 

Danny Sterman-

Melanie Urban 

Sam Welch 

Shirley Welch 

Roger Young 

Linda Zurr 

All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Mae Lasley                

Dale Richter             

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Anna George          

Landen Heaton-

Otto                               

Lester McConnell 

Marie Sears 

bereavement   

************* 

April Prayer         

Focus: 

 

Giving Back To 

God 

Ezekiel 

Ezekiel 37:15-17                              

 

Daniel (Dion) de Marbelle was a very talented man. However, the one 

talent he didn’t possess cost him everything. It did, however, bring him  

to a relationship with God. DeMarbelle born July 4, 1818 He was the 

“complete package” as an entertainer. He could sing, play many         

instruments, compose music, call square dances, and even excelled as 

an extemporaneous speaker, boasting that he could give a speech on 

any subject. He even played in Army bands during the 1847 Mexican  

War and the US Civil War. Eventually, he became an opera and theater 

impresario. His most unusual credential was that of circus clown. Many 

sources claim that he was the first clown hired for James Bailey’s circus. 

After Bailey merged with P.T. Barnum to form the Barnum and Bailey  

Circus, Daniel formed his own circus troupe. While on a Canadian tour in 

1867, his circus—and his investment--literally went up in smoke. He lost 

his big top, his equipment, everything in a fire. 

DeMarbelle later wrote, “For years, I was so busy and was so rich that I 

didn’t need Him. God had to bring me down and take my successes away 

so that He could talk to me about the home beyond the river.”  

Daniel relocated to Elgin, IL to be near his son.  He began to attend 

church and, naturally, began singing in the choir. He wanted to leave         

a more lasting legacy than some now-forgotten pop tunes and a few      

salvaged mementoes. One night, he began thinking about the “land        

beyond the river” and wrote “When They Ring the Golden Bells,” which 

became his most famous song. Out of his many compositions, this is the 

only one still performed and remembered. 

Since he lost everything in the fire, he lived in poverty in an abandoned 

schoolhouse. To pay his bills, he made a series of unwise business     

decisions, including selling his most valuable asset—his music copyrights.  

His steadiest job came from his old friend “Buffalo Bill” Cody, with whom 

he helped organize the famous “Wild West Show.” Daniel travelled with 

the troupe until age and health forced his retirement and return to Elgin. 

Buffalo Bill didn’t forget his old friend. When the troupe appeared in Elgin 

in 1891, Cody gave him the VIP treatment—a special front-row seat (near 

the band, of course) and dinner with the stars in Cody’s private railroad 

dining car.  

Daniel died Dec. 18, 1903 in Elgin. His military comrades didn’t forget 

him, either. They gave him a military burial. “When They Ring the Golden 

Bells” made its recording debut a few years later. 100 years later, it has 

been recorded many times in a variety of styles. 

“Can’t you hear the bells now ringing?                                                                

Don’t you hear the angels singing?                                                              

‘Tis the glory hallelujah Jubilee.                                                                                                                   

In that sweet, far off forever, Just beyond the river,                                                                              

When they ring the golden bells for you and me.” 

    --Daniel (Dion) DeMarbelle, 1867 

 

Prayer Ministry Team: 

Linda Keller          

513-312-3587                  

Pat Brunner  

 896-6168                                                                                                                 

Helen James  

 867-8221                                                                                               
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PRAYER MATTERS   from the Prayer Ministry Team 

FASTING WEEK: April 21 thru April 25. Please fast for at least one meal and pray for lost 

souls, church growth, church finances, our missions and that this nation will turn back 

to God. Remember it takes all of us to fast and pray to accomplish great things. 

 

Praying together increases the faith of a congregation to believe God for the miraculous. 

In Matthew 17 and Mark 9 there is the story of the father who brought his demon-

possessed son to the disciples. They could not cast it out. The boy was taken to Jesus, 

who spoke a word and the demon left. Later the disciples come to Jesus and they were 

baffled. Why? Because they knew how to cast out demons. (The story takes place after 

they had been sent two-by-two into villages casting out demons and healing the sick.) 

They asked Jesus why they couldn’t do it. Jesus said two things: “because you have so 

little faith” (Mt. 17:20), and “this kind can come out only by prayer” (Mk. 9:29). 

I wonder if the disciples attacked this demon issue cavalierly or routinely. They knew the 

words to say, the steps to take. But nothing worked because they were not prayed up 

enough. Their faith was not there as a result. There is a clear connection between prayer 

and faith (beyond the fact that we are supposed to pray in faith). 

 

I believe the most significant thing that is lost in a church that does not have corporate 

prayer is faith. The main reason most churches are stagnant and do not see God at work 

in miraculous ways in their midst? Most churches and individuals do not know what it is 

to pray in faith anymore. But faith grows as we pray together. 

 

Talking with Steve Hawthorne, founder of Waymakers, about his passion for training  

people to pray, I can’t forget this wise piece of advice: “We must teach the Church to 

pray persistent prayers of hope. Sadly, many have reduced prayer down to a request-

management system.” When that happens, people lose heart and quit praying. 

 

–Adapted from the article The Benefits of Praying Together by Jonathan Graf and 

adapted from an article by Joseph Winger in incenseRising, March 2005. 

 

PRAYER: Father, forgive our lack of faith! Release us from the stronghold of our own   

unwillingness to pray with others. Increase our faith to see You work in the midst of  

Your people…and even through our own lives. Help us to see our faith grow as we 

stretch ourselves to willingly pray with other like-minded believers. Thank You for       

building our faith as we wait for answers that seem long in coming. Give us the        

courage to trust You. Teach us to pray and never give up.  

 
 

Adapted from Connection (Devotions for Everyday Life) published by Harvest Prayer Ministries.  
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West Side Church of Christ                                                                                                                                                                               

Supported Missionaries 

 

CFC   (Christian Family Center)                                      Jerry Headen   (Philokalia Ministries) 

Jay Henry   (Mid-India Christian Services)                 Leon Dorleans   (Red Quarry Christian Church) 

Dale Meade   (Colombian Christian Missions)         Jill Shaw   (South Pacific Christian Fel)                                                                

             Juan Mauricio    (Mauricio Missions) 

These are the Missionaries that we support at the present time. Our Mission giving is down and it 

is making it difficult to meet our commitments.         

        Are YOU willing to HELP ? 

Our missions pledged support is in financial difficulty. We could not meet  

February's check and we must cut again.  We are giving notice to Juan        

Maricio to cancel support by year’s end or sooner. Please help by supporting 

the missions general fund 

Missions change: Beginning May 1st only designated missions giving for one 

of our missions we pledge support to will be sent through the church. All 

other missions you give to you will send in yourself. This will help us save on 

postage, envelopes and mission's treasurer work load. 

Women’s Wednesday Bible Study  

 9:30 am 

“Stuck” by Jennie Allen 

 

Are you stuck and need a boost in your faith?  Then this is something that will lift 

you up. 

Hope to see you then. 
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      Great Strides: Walk for a Cure!                                                                                                                                                      

      Friday May 5, 2013 at Joyce Park Hamilton, Ohio                                                                                                                           

      TEAM- AMANDA’s HOPE 

Yes, we’re walking a month earlier than usual this year for the  Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CFF). Our 

granddaughter Amanda, now 9 ½, was diagnosed at 8 weeks of age with cystic fibrosis. Every year 

since, we’ve been reaching out to friends and loved ones to help the CFF accomplish wonderful things. 

Through our support CF children and adults are living longer, healthier lives. When the CFF was        

established in 1955, children with the disease were not expected to attend elementary school (Pam 

home schools both Amanda and Emma, 8). Today, many with CF live into their 30’s, 40’s and beyond, 

thanks to the funding provided to research scientists! This tremendous progress would not be possible 

without friends like you, helping research and care programs, hoping to ultimately find a cure for cystic 

fibrous. We’re also helping to ensure a better quality of life for all of those with CF, through innovative 

research. Talented doctors and scientists depend on our urgently needed support. They have exciting 

research projects, including the development of potential new therapies that show promise to change 

the course of this disease forever when they find a cure for cystic fibrous.  That is the question      

hanging over the families of the 30,000 young people who live with CF every day. It is only with our  

ongoing help that the CFF can continue to be the world’s leader in the search for a cure., and work 

tirelessly to extend and enhance life for those with CF. (It’s a progressive disease; at least one with CF 

continues to die every day.) 

As you can see, continued help is important! We must act quickly to stop CF from claiming precious 

lives. We need to continue to nurture the research, care, education, and pioneering drug development 

programs, making a great difference in so many young lives. 

Let’s continue the CFF’s ability to continue blazing the trail toward a cure! Thank you so much for all 

the prayers and support thus far.  We’re “adding tomorrows every day,” a promising future. People 

with CF are now participating in clinical trials of therapies aimed at treating the basic defect of CF-    

attacking the disease at its root cause, rather than just treating the symptoms. Ground breaking       

research! 

Come walk with us after morning worship service at noon on May 5th! (If you cannot walk come support 

those who can and visit with others who cannot walk.)  Let’s help make GREAT STRIDES! Checks 

should be made out to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and TEAM AMANDA’s HOPE in the memo line. 

Contributions are tax deductible. 

Please see Del or Winnie Schanie during April. THANKS !!!  
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 God’s Girls will be April 8 

 Small Groups will meet April 9 & April 23 at the Kieser’s. at 7pm                                                              

 Seniors on the Go is April 9– Olive Garden 

 Senior Play Day April 4 and 18 

 Singing Seniors Rehearsals Sunday at 5:15pm on Sundays 

***************************************************************************************

Dear Friends at West Side, 

Just a note to thank you for your continual support of Philokalea Ministries during the past year. We’re glad 

we could visit with you this past fall, and appreciate our partnership with you in bringing Christ to the    

people of Thailand, especially those in need. May God richly bless you. 

   Jerry & Pam Headen 

***************************************************************************************

Dear West Side Family, 

 First I want to thank God, then each one of you for your prayers, cards, phone calls and support during the 

past year since I was  

diagnosed with cancer.  I am not free of it, but the doctors say it has shrank quite a bit. I feel  so worthless; 

I can’t imagine what purpose I serve here on earth, but I’m sure the Lord has a reason for keeping me 

here. We love all of you!  

       In Christ,  

       John & Nilah Layman 

***************************************************************************************

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers and kindness during this difficult time. The flower were beautiful.—

The family of Marie Sears 

***************************************************************************************

West Side Church Family– I want to thank you for your prayers and cards. Thanks to Dan, Bobby and Sandy 

for their visit while I was in the hospital. The rose was beautiful.—Your Christian Sister, Betty Baldwin.  

***************************************************************************************

Thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a time when it was deeply appreciated.—Lester McConnell’s 

Family. 

***************************************************************************************

As of Wednesday, March 13, Logan Watson is officially out of Afghanistan. At this point we do not know 

where he is or when he will  return to Germany. I want to thank each of you who prayed  for his safety. 

God provided his shield of protection to Logan and protected him as he protected our country with his    

service. Again, thank you and may God bless each of you.—Andi Rehkamp                                        

***************************************************************************************

Dear Friends at West Side -Thank you so very much for the prayers, flowers, cards and support you have 

given us during the illness and death  of our brother and uncle, Lester McConnell. In Christian love, -             

Eva Strait & Robin Spurlock                        
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am  

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Singing Seniors     5:15 pm 

 Youth Worship    5:30 pm 

 Youth Group     6:00 pm  

Wednesday: 

 Martial Arts Class                6:00 pm                                               

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

 Worship Team Practice        7:30 pm  

   

  

April 3  Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am 

April 4  Senior Play Day                                  

April 8  God’s Girls                                             

April 9  Seniors on the Go– Olive Garden         

April 9        Small Group @ Kieser’s  7pm                           

April 10 Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am 

April 17 Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am  

April 18             Senior Play Day                                      

April 18             CCU Clean Up                                    

April 22 Caller Deadline                                      

April 23     Small Group @ Kieser’s  7pm  

April 24 Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am  

 

 

                     

      

                                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                     

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

 
Mark 16:5:  He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” 
 
For the next few months, the missions’ team would like to spotlight one of the missions our church has pledged to regularly support.  
This month we have chosen the Christian Family Center.  Please take a few moments and read about their accomplishments last 
year and some of the programs they offer. 
 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY CENTER: 
 

This past year, hundreds of children and their families were fed, clothed and provided with spiritual guidance.  Over 600 children 
received school supplies, including backpacks, at their Back to School Luau.  Over 200 children received Christmas gifts through 
their Angel Tree event.  Over 150 families received complete Thanksgiving dinners.  VBS was hosted for the children of the 
Northend and six children from their summer reading program were sent to church camp. 
 
On a weekly basis for the children, they have a Saturday Kids Club, Teen Girls Group, tutoring during the months of school and  
a reading program in the summer.  For adults, they have a weekly Bible Study, weekly church service and a GED and literacy  
program.  Every program is staffed by volunteers from area churches. 
 
In November, they launched a website www.christianfamilycenter.org.  Please check it out.  They also setup a Facebook page 
where they will be updating the current needs and events of the missions. 
 
There are continued opportunities to grow and reach out into this community for Christ.  There is a continued need for the food  
pantry and more kids are participating than ever before in their programs.  Please keep them in your prayers and continue to  
support their efforts with your giving and volunteering.  Without you, none of this would be possible. 
 
 
 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT 

http://www.christianfamilycenter.org
http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95120817

